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N E W S
To Members of

SCIENCE FICTION INTERNATIONAL

This notice is being circul
ated to members of SEI and a few 
other interested parties to make 
known a certain unfortunate state 
of affairs that exists in our or
ganization.

The officials of the club 
have to do the work of keeping 
the club going and producing the 
official organ, the "Interim News
letter", as a spare time occupat
ion.

The business consists of 
writing a great number of letters 
per week, writing articles for 
the Newsletter, editing articles, 
registering memberships as well 
as the less inspiring job of 
dummying material, cutting sten
cils and printing the official 
organ.

In this work we received 
willing assistance from members 
and friends but owing to the fact 
that no two officials or active 
members are living in the one 
place it meant that writing in
structions for the work to be done 
became almost as laborious as ac
tually doing the work itself.

The answer to this of course 
would be to delegate the work to 
others. Unfortunately we have 
not been able to do this as a 
spare time occupation. We have 
found that supervision is needed 
to maintain the correct slant on 
both local and international 
correspondence and rather than 
have the organization gradually 
break up and create ill feeling 
by not answering letters or not 
being able to make prompt replies 
to questions, we feel that we 

must take the bull by the horns 
and disband herewith.

To give some idea of the 
magnitude of the task, it is nec
essary to realize that the acting 
editor spends several weeks, 
working at night to accumulate 
The material and arrange to have 
it stencilled before an issue of 
the Newsletter is published. 
Letters from non-US fans pour in 
after each issue is distributed 
and there is a constant stream of 
identity questionnaire forms com
ing in.

It is our intention tiLat we 
will return as much of the sub
scription money as possible that 
has not been absorbed into the 
system so that the more recent 
members won’t feel gypped. Fur
thermore we will produce at least 
one more issue of the Newsletter 
(this one) giving fuller details 
together with some advice that 
may be of assistance to future 
science fiction organizations.

It has been proposed among 
certain members that the News
letter may be continued at more 
widely spaced intervals, not as a 
club official organ but as a FREE 
fanzine, produced and paid for by 
the acting editor, the president 
and some others in the interests 
of stimulating international stf 
correspondence and to distribute 
as much useful stf information as 
possible to the isolated fans 
outside the dollar area.

With these few words we re
gretfully conclude,

Yours sincerely

THE OFFICIALS
of S.F.I.
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PHILOSOPHISIZING 
by 

Editor Lyell Crane

You will, no doubt, have 
read the bad news on page 3 with 
mixed feelings. The article it
self is self explanatory and no 
further reference will be made to 
it hereafter except to mention 
that the best made plans of men, 
mice and stfans sometimes go as
tray.

This issue is in the bits
and-pieces class, put together 
rapidly to let everyone know 
where things stand. We have re
ceived many interesting letters 
and so to business

Paul Haupt, Box 1, Colesberg, 
SOUTH AFRICA is the focal point 
for fans in the SA area. Paul is 
interested in contacting SA fans 
to discuss their mutual difficul
ties in obtaining stf magazines. 
Paul is a sheep farmer and also 
collects stamps.

Mr J. J. Hillen, Jonkerlaan 
21, Wassenaar, NETHERLANDS writes 
in answer to a question in the 
Newsletter: "Concerning your Ger
man ’Einladung’ in the third iss
ue, ’Zukunftromanliteratur* cer
tainly is a word every German 

will understand, but I think 
’Zukunftroman’, ’Romane’ in the 
plural is more than sufficient."

Julian Parr, Intelligence 
Office, Cologne, BAOR 19, c/o GPO 
ENGLAND writes that he is inter
ested in contacting German fans. 
Julian reports that there are 
four interplanetary societies in 
Germany and that he can put fans 
in contact with these space tra
vel enthusiasts. However, space 
travel enthusiasts are not stf 
fans and are not necessarily in
terested in stf at all; rather 
the more formal, technical engin
eering problems involved in space 
flight.

Joseph Bowman, 26 Westray 
St., Carlin How, Nr Saltburn, 
Yorkshire, ENGLAND is an isolated 
reader and wants to get in touch 
with stfans through the Newslet
ter. The way to do this is to 
pick one of the fans mentioned in 
parts of the Newsletter such as 
"Philosophisizing" or elsewhere, 
with whom you have something in 
common and make contact through 
your mutual interest. Maybe it’s 
stamp collecting, interest in 
other languages etc. For UK fans 
a subscription to Ken Slater’s 
fanzine, "Operation Fantast" is a 
good idea. Incidentally Joseph, 
what’s the "Nr" in front of the 
"Saltburn" stand for.

Mr H. W. Jesson, 20 Selby 
Rd., Stretford, Manchester, Lanos, 
ENGIAND expresses the wish to get 
in touch with Canadian and US 
fans. For method, see above and 
we wish you luck. Judging by the 
experiences we get once in- a 
while, luck is a good thing to 
have around in fandom.

1903647 Cpl. Flanagan M., 
MBFE, RAF, Seletar, Singapore, 
British Malaya writes that he 

(Continued at top of next page)
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(continued from previous page.) 
finds things out there a hit dull 
without any stf. We don’t wonder, 
anyone got any mags to spare.

. That seems to be all the 
correspondence for this issue. 
Don’t you non-US fans become dis
couraged by our change of policy 
or our long delay in answering 
letters. We can’t always -do full, 
justice to every letter but we 
appreciate the effort just the 
same so keep ’em coming and give 
this section of the Newsletter 
some material for the next issue 
even if it takes us a while to 
get printed.

(Thrills Incorporated) 
(continued from page?)

The stories are listed as 
"Asteroid Adventure" by Wolfe 
Herscholt, a short action story 
of asteroid claim jumping; "Cast
away Plannet" by E. V. Zinns 
which we remember having read 
some years back in an American 
pulp magazine. We wouldn’t be 
surprised if this was shortened 
slightly in the reprinting alth
ough it retained all its salient 
features. The third and last 
story, "Space Race" by Belli Luigi 
is another action epic of the 
more juvenile type with fine, 
noble, upstanding heros against 
the vile, blackhearted villains.

The inside illustrations are 
fair, the overall presentation is 
good and "Thrills Incorporated" 
should do much to bring stf to 
the Anzac area where stf starvat
ion has so long been the watch
word. The publication is slanted 
at the younger fans and this is 
just the audience that will lap 
it up, and in doing so, develop a 
liking for the thought provokers 
in the more mature magazines.

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE MEMBERSHIP.
by

K. Martin Carlson 
Vice-Pres of SRI.

,J am considered an "old time 
fan" and have survived many of 
the ups and downs of fandom. Most 
of the clubs I have belonged to 
are disbanded, and the only active 
one is the N.F.F.F. so I would 
suggest that we enroll in the 
National Fantasy Fan Federation 
if we are still interested in 
fandom.

We all entered fandom full 
of pep and ready to get into any
thing that came along. But we 
find that most of the work is left 
to the few. This is true in any 
association, and in most cases we 
go along until we are so overbur
dened that we lose interest in 
it all. I can safely say that 
Julian May and Lyell Crane have 
done over half the active work in 
SFI, and it is no small matter to 
lead a club through the first 
year or two.

N.F.F. F. has close to 400 
members and can easily do much 
more for fandom than any other 
smaller group. So if a roster of 
names could be prepared by our 
Secretary, I would be glad to pe
tition the N.F.F.F. for member
ship. I am already a member my
self and have been active in it 
for five years.

(Those interested contact 
Martin for further information on 
the NFFF. Martin has handled all 
newsletter printing to date. Ed.)

EXCHANGE rate

Did you know that the US 
dollar is worth /1.10 in Canadian 
funds.

5



NEWS 8 REVIEWS
BOOK REVIEW

"DIANETICS: The Modern 
Science of Mental Health11 by L. 
Ron Hubbard. Hermitage House, NY 
1950. 459pp, /4.00

Readers of the May issue of 
Astounding SCIENCE FICTION were 
amazed, confused, and more or 
less intrigued at the appearance 
of Hubbard’s preview article on 
the new science of dianetics. The 
article was frankly a teaser: it 
gave the theory and background, 
hinted at the marvels one could 
expect by the application of dia
netics - and then stopped. The 
author didn’t say it, but he might 
as well have: "If you want to 
know any more, go out and buy the 
book.”

The book itself is compre
hensive and carefully developed, 
copiously furnished with examples. 
It is divided into three sections: 
"The Goal of Man" giving the scope 
of dianetics and basic terras and 
their definitions, Book Two, which 
gives a remarkably lucid outline 
of the generation of engrams and 
their effects, and Book Three, a 
handbook of therapy giving tech
niques and sample cases.

Also included are four app
endices, "The Philosophic Method", 
by Will Durant; "The Scientific 
Method" by John W. Campbell, Jr. 
(which students of Logic will re
cognize instantly, as a fusion of 
Mills Methods and the inductive 
steps); two mind schematics by D. 
H. Rogers, which we confess left 
us pretty cold; and "Advice to 
the Pre-clear", the person under
going dianetic therapy.

We found the book satisfact

orily presented and by no means 
dull. Hubbard’s wit and use of 
lively and frequently lurid ex
amples will keep you interested 
to the end.

Two things, however, which 
we feel should have been included 
are a chapter on the limitations 
of dianetics (don’t tell us there 
aren’t any!) and the mention of 
the Dianetics Institute of New 
Jersey, which this reviewer did 
not even know existed until he 
was contacted by a member.

ROCKET SHIP XM

"Rocket Ship XM" is the name 
of a movie which recently ran in 
Toronto to a very full house. 
This picture, produced in the US, 
is perhaps one of the first to 
come out in the open with straight 
Science fiction, and taking it 
all round it’s a good job.

The story deals with launch
ing the first manned rocket to 
the moon. This project is pres
ented sensibly as an undertaking 
of great magnitude. Apart from a 
few scientific incongruities, this 
movie is very successful as (a) 
science fiction, (b) a suspense
ful movie, (c) a thought stimu
lator even for stf fans, (d) a 
good example of photography and 
sound, (e) casting, (f) direction, 
and above all it entertains the 
general public and is definitely 
paying its way.

Fans; don’t miss this pic
ture and don’t be ashamed to take 
your friends along, however skep
tical they may be. It’s good stf 
propaganda. We have just noticed 

(see next page)
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(continued from previous page.) 
that along side advertisements 
for this show in the shop windows 
are displays of the better stf 
books; this, even in Toronto.

Not wishing to be too one
sided, we may as well include 
mention of some of the scientific 
aberations which will jar on all 
engineers and most fans.

Perhaps the most noticable 
failure was the attempt to picture 
the crew in the ship when under 
free fall (with no rockets going). 
The occupants of a ship under 
these conditions would experience 
a complete lack of gravitational 
effect. To demonstrate this lack 
of gravitational effect the pro
ducers had a harmonica and other 
odd things floating around in the 
cabin but all the time the crew 
were planted firmly on the floor, 
obviously moving without any 
difficulty under normal gravit
ational conditions.

The meteor storm that thun
dered past the ship in space with 
a blinding flash and a noise like 
an express train was a first class 
thrill and very well done. How
ever, meteors, or anything else 
in space for that matter, would 
make no noise nor cause any light 
to the occupants of a ship.

The effects of initial acc
eleration were shown at the take 
Off. The crew suffered with the 
strain quite realistically except 
that at the height of the accel
eration they wer^ seen to weakly 
wipe their brows With their hands. 
Under acceleration conditions they 
would not have been able to lift 
their hands from the beds.

Perhaps one of the least ex
cusable mistakes was the picture 
of the crew during a landing. The 
producers completely forgot that 

the acceleration during landing 
is just as great as the acceler
ation during take off, and per
mitted the characters to make the 
landing standing up and in no way 
affected by the increased gravity 
effect. Ugh!

We won’t give any details of 
the plot as we would spoil your 
enjoyment. We strongly advise 
that you see this picture if 
possible and also advise that you 
take your friends and family, 
secure in the knowledge that they 
will think more of your interest 
in science fiction after the show 
than they probably do at the pres
ent moment.

- A U S T E -

The first issue of the Aus
tralian science fiction magazine, 
"THRILLS INCORPORATED", subtitled 
"Adventures in space and the world 
of tomorrow" is to hand. ,

This magazine costs nine 
pence in Australian currency (about 
10/ US funds, but send at least a 
quarter for handling and postage 
on single issues) and is wholly 
set up and printed by National 
Press Pty. Ltd for the Publishers, 
Associated General Publications 
Pty. Ltd., 26 Hunter St. Sydney, 
NSW. Australia. No information 
on subscriptions is listed alth
ough advertisements for the second 
issue appear throughout the maga
zine.

The physical size of this 
magazine is 9-3/8 by 7-1/4 inches 
with 50 pages of clear printing 
on slightly better than pulp paper 
with trimmed edges and an attrac
tive "action" cover designed to 
appeal to the younger fans.

(continued on page 5)
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